204                BIBLIOGRAPHICAL NOTICES.
About ten years ago Mr. ff. H. HowortJi published a bulky work in three volumes on the "History of the Mongols" -which deserves to be noticed on the occasion, as being the first attempt to write a history of the Mongols in English. The author has brought together with much research and sagacious criticism all that had been previously written on the subject by European orientalists Besides this, the same author published in the Journal of the Eoyal Asiatic Society from 1875 to 1883 a series of papers with the title " The Northern Frontiers of China" in which he gives a summary of the histories of the Khitans or Liao, the Kin or Golden Tatars, the Hia or Tangut, and the Mancfms.
I have also to quote repeatedly in these pages the narratives of those well - known European mediaeval travellers who visited Eastern Asia in the thirteenth century.
As to Piano Carpim and Bulruk, my references are invariably to the pages of the (original) Latin editions in the "Eecueil de Voyages et de M^moires public par la Soci&4 de Gtioyraphie," torn. iv. 1839.
John of Piano Carpini, despatched by Pope Innocent to Kuyuk Khan, set out from Lyons in April 1245 ; on the 4th April 1246 he reached the head-quarters of Batu on the Wolga; on the 22d July he arrived at the camp of the Great Khan near Karakorum. He lefc Kuyuk Khan on the 13th November, and on the gth May 1247 reached again the camp of Batu, and returned safely in the autumn of 1247.
Rubrugids, or rather Rubrouck, was sent by St. Louis on a mission to the Tartar chiefs. He entered the Black Sea on the 7th May 1253, and landed at the port of Soldaia, on the Crimean peninsula. On the ist of June he set out for his long journey, first visited Sartakh, who was beyond the river Tanais, and then Batu, whose camp was